Flow Chart for Process of Family Law Cases

Plaintiff files Complaint / Petition in the
Superior Court to start the case
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/shcforms.htm

A 4

Plaintiff serves the Complaint/Petition on Defendant

/

(Certified maiil, restricted delivery, return receipt or process server)
See: CIV-106 How to serve a Summons in a Civil Law suit

Defendant does NOT file an
Answer w/in 20 days

Defendant files Answer w/in 20 days
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/answer.htm

v

v

Plaintiff files:
e Default Application
e Proposed -
Decree /Judgment
e Proposed Findings of Fact
and Conclusions of Law
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/
shcdefault.htm

Divorce cases: Discovery begins
for property disclosure - CR 26.1
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/

Divorce & Custody Cases: Figure out

what parenting plan you want -
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/

property.htm

shcparenting.htm

If you need to an order from

the court, file a Motion —
www.courts.alaska.gov/motion
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s.htm
v Prepare for trial:
. " . http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/shctrial.htm
Clerk mails Plamt'|ff a signed AND/OR try to settle (can use mediation)
entry of default with a phone #10 http://www.courts.alaska.gov/mediation
call to schedule a hearing to
enter the default judgment
v i
A4 Settlement happens so no trial is necessary — Trial
Default hearing happens and need to put settlement on the record happens
Plaintiff attends. Plaintiff will www.courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/shcforms.htm#trial
receive Decree / Judgment and
Findings of Fact & Conclusions of
Law in the mail in 7 to 10 days. il
CASE OVER
Hearing to put settlement on Judge makes decisions
record
A\ 4 A\ 4
Judge tells 1 party to prepare & file final papers:
o Decree/Judgment
X - e Final Findings & Conclusions of Law
If the other party objects to the proposed final “ http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/shcfinish.htm
papers, file a Civil Rule 78 Objection

www.courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/shcforms.htm#misc +

attach new proposed final

papers

www.courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/shcforms.htm#finishd

A\ 4

No objections to the Decree or
Findings — Judge signs — CASE OVER

For more information, please visit the Family Law Self-Help website at
http://courts.alaska.gov/shc/family/selfhelp.htm or call the Helpline at:

264-0851 (in Anchorage) or 1 (866) 279-0851 (toll-free outside of Anchorage)
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