
 Authority of Clerks 
The Alaska Statutes and the Alaska Rules of Court contain a number of provisions relating to the 
power and authority of clerks of court (and deputy clerks), including the tasks they perform.  The next 
few pages will highlight some of the statutes and rules that authorize or instruct clerks to perform 
certain tasks.   

 
All court employees who are appointed as clerks of court, chief deputy clerks, or deputy clerks, 
have authority to perform the following functions as described in Administrative Rule 29: 
 

(a) Appointment. Clerks of court and deputy clerks of court for the superior and district 
 courts shall be employed and appointed in accordance with the personnel rules.  

(b) Powers and Duties. A clerk or deputy clerk of court shall perform such duties as 
 are or may be required by the presiding judge, by the rules of the supreme court, 
 and by law. A clerk or deputy clerk of court shall issue all process and notices 
 required to be issued except as otherwise provided by rule or statute and may:  

 (1) Administer oaths;  

 (2) Take and certify proofs or acknowledgements of documents, affidavits, or  
  depositions; and  

 (3) Exercise other powers as may be permitted by law or by the rules of the  
  supreme court. 

Presiding judges routinely appoint other court employees, such as law clerks and judicial assistants, 
as deputy clerks so they may also perform the duties of clerks. 

 

  
 

http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/clerksmanual/Trial_Court_Employee_Orientation_Program/18.Role_Clerk.pdf
http://www.courtrecords.alaska.gov/clerksmanual/Trial_Court_Employee_Orientation_Program/20.Statute.pdf

